Brian Jones.

In March 1999 Brian Jones and his fellow pilot Bertrand Piccard completed the first non-stop flight around the world in a balloon.   This achievement, which had eluded so many, recorded both the longest and farthest flight in aviation history.  The 29,000 mile epic lasted twenty days and achieved seven world records.  Following their success, they were awarded the Olympic Order, and later that year Brian was invested as an Officer of the Order of the British Empire.
Brian’s love of the air started at the age of 16, when he took up the sport of gliding.   It continued throughout his 13 year RAF flying career, and after, when he specialized in gliders, airships and balloons as a flight instructor.   By the early nineties Brian was a flight examiner, and the UK’s Chief Flying Instructor responsible for the appointment and training of all balloon instructors.   It was this broad experience which led to his being invited to take part in the Breitling Orbiter project. 
Following the historic round the world flight, the pilots used their 1 million dollar prize to create the Winds of Hope Foundation.   This charity works to alleviate the suffering of children in unreported or forgotten circumstances in some of the poorest countries of the world. 
Brian and Bertrand are currently engaged in their latest adventure, the goal of which is to build and fly a solar-powered aeroplane around the world relying entirely on the pollution-free energy of the sun.   This pioneering and ecologically innovative project is progressing well and aims to come to fruition by 2014.
